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Confidential 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

March 9, 1881 


To Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent 


Sir, 


Previous to your order to weigh up daily the bullion returned from the melting room, at 
the close of work, the daily account has been made up as follows: 


The weight of the clippings, tops, and filings remaining over at the end of the day, having 
been ascertained by the foreman, he would on the next morning report the same to Mr. Mirkil. 
These weights would then be entered in his book, and to then be added the weight of the bar 
melts, (if any were made for that day) as summed up by me, and entered in my “Scratcher”. And 
in addition Mr. Mirkil would charge also the clippings or other bullion which he might receive 
and send out to the melting room, summing up all when he had completed his charges for the 
day. 


Against this he would the next day credit the clippings, tops, and filings which the 
foreman returned as over for that day, and the account would remain open until the ingots were 
delivered, usually the next day, or the next day but one, although sometimes for a week or more, 
according as the Coiner required them. 


At the change by the Coiner from Gold working to Silver, or vice versa, the ingots would 
sometimes remain unweighed for a week or longer, and the account would remain open. 


The grains when got up by the foreman would be returned by him, and Mr. Mirkil would 
enter the weights, and when the assay was reported, would carry them out, in standard weight, to 
the credit of that days work. This would be the second third, or fourth day after according to 
circumstances. 


Very respectfully, 
N.B. Boyd 


